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President's Comments

APRIL EVENTS 2019

Yeah! The snow is almost gone, the temp is rising, my
motorcycle is in for its spring tune, the snowbirds are
returning to Montana and we are in the final month of
the 2017-19 WMMOA Season. We enjoyed another
great line-up for the month of March with Kurt Ingold’s
presentation on Military Engineers in VN (all new info for
me!) and we met the new PMS LTC Chris Wellman who
briefed us on the Grizzly Battalion. And we topped off
the month with “The Best WMMOA Movie Nite So Far”
with our private showing of “Dr Strangelove” at the Roxy
Theater. A perfect way to finish a great month! (Check
out the pictures on the website home page
www.wmmoa.org).

FRIDAY, APRIL 12

We have our final Social Hour on Friday, April 12th at
the Doubletree with CAPT Scott Reed presenting on
Navy Special Ops with “special toys”. The final big event
of the season is the WMMOA Banquet on Saturday May
4th at the Doubletree Hotel. We have a great guest
Speaker on tap and the Banquet is always a great way
to close out a wonderful season. This year we also
perform the “Changing of the Guard” as we will invest
the new Board Members. As our theme this year we will
be recognizing and celebrating our Military Families,
and what better way than with our Special Guest
Elaine Brye, author of “Be Safe, Love Mom; A Military
Mom’s Stories of Courage, Comfort, and Surviving Life
on the Home Front”. We encourage all to bring a friend
and, on your RSVP form, please let us know if you have
a military member, currently serving or has served, so
we can recognize your support of our military members.
Additionally, if you would like to sit with friends or
someone special, please let us know so we can plan
accordingly for banquet seating. We encourage you to
wear your ribbons, medals, and badges to the Banquet.
You earned them, so wear them! And, if you wish to
and are able to, come in uniform!
(President’s comments continued)

SOCIAL HOUR 6 –8 P.M.
DOUBLE TREE
$10.00

CAPT Scott Reed USN (Ret)
“Special Ops with Special Assets!”

REMEMBER
THERE IS NO LUNCHEON
FOR THE MONTH
OF APRIL

BE SURE TO SEND IN
YOUR
RSVP FORM

(President’s Comments continued)

Please have your RSVPs for the Banquet back to Cindy no later than April 25, so we can confirm headcount
for the Doubletree. The RSVP form is included in the newsletter and on the website. Lastly, Jack Babon our incoming President is off to MOAA’s Storming the Hill Next week, so keep him in your thoughts. Have a

great month and I look forward to seeing you at the Banquet.

Mike Schauf, President
Our Banquet Speaker, Saturday, May 4th

ELAINE LOWRY BRYE, Wife, Mom, Author
Elaine Lowry Brye is a mom who knows about letting go.
Like many moms, she cried when her kids left home,
wishes they’d call and write more, and spends sleepless
nights worrying about them. But Elaine’s tears and
concerns are even more poignant than most mothers’—
because Elaine is the mom of four military officers, one
each in the Air Force, Army, Navy, and Marines.
An Army brat turned ROTC candidate turned military wife, Elaine never expected her kids to have a call to serve,
and certainly didn’t expect all four to join up. Three of her kids—two sons and a daughter—attended the Naval
Academy, and it was there that Elaine got her own calling: she joined the Naval Academy Parents’ Listserv, and
began a fifteen-year journey of helping moms and dads adjust to their strange, new, lonely lives as military
parents.
In her book, “BE SAFE, LOVE MOM: A Military Mom’s Stories of Courage, Comfort, and Surviving Life on the Home
Front “,(April 2015), Elaine weaves stories from her own life as a military mom and those of other parents with
advice, anecdotes, and wisdom to help guide other moms and dads on the long and bumpy road of having a
child in uniform. It also gives an insight into her experiences of life in a war zone. She spent 2010/2011 teaching
at the International School of Kabul in Afghanistan. She is truly a role model and friend: a warm, caring, and
funny presence on the page, she is also a tireless advocate and supporter of military families, working with
organizations from Blue Star Families to Joining Forces. And despite her quiet life in northeast Ohio, she became
a national figure in 2012 when she introduced Michelle Obama at the Democratic National Convention. She has
appeared on Fox and Friends, CBS This Morning, C-span, and The 700 Club. She has also spoken to myriad
groups including the Blue Star Mothers National Convention, Military Child Education Council, and the spouses
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
Elaine will be sharing her experiences and her book, “BE SAFE, LOVE MOM: A Military Mom’s Stories of
Courage, Comfort, and Surviving Life on the Home Front ” written by Elaine Lowry Brye with Nan Gatewood
Satter. The evening will one of honoring those family and friends that support our military members.

Mark your calendar, you won’t want to miss it. Send in your Banquet RSVP form today!
There will be books available for sale at the banquet.

redshirtfridays.org

Dinner Cost - $35 per person
Menu: Dinner Buffet of beef and chicken, salads, and desserts

Reservations to be received NLT April 25th
RSVP Person: Cindy Babon

Mail your RSVP form today to ensure there are enough seats and meals ready!
Cindy Babon phone (406) 549-9835 or babcinjac@msn.com

WMMOA ANNUAL BANQUET RSVP
CELEBRATING MILITARY FAMILIES
SATURDAY, May 4, 2019
6 pm Social ~ 7 pm Dinner
Doubletree Hotel

$35.00 per person
Name ________________________________________________________
Spouse name __________________________________________________(if attending)
Guest name(s) ______________________________________________________________
Total attendees ______X $35 = $__________(Am’t Pd or Am’t Owed)
Enclosed is my check #________________ Amount _________________
Phone #________________
I am reserving a table for 8 ~ Please give us the name for the table sign ________________________________________

To reserve a table, payment for all 8 guests must be received before April 25th.

Make reservations early!

Before April 25th, send check made out to “WMMOA”

to WMMOA, PO Box 3762, Missoula, MT 59806

**********************************************************************************************************
Would you be interested in purchasing a signed copy of Elaine Brye’s book at the banquet? ___________

Are you a parent/grandparent/sibling/aunt or uncle of a military member that has served or is currently
serving?
Their name __________________________________________________________________

