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Greetings and Happy 45th Anniversary WMMOA Comrades! I wanted to share a few thoughts as we start our “summer
hiatus”, looking back on a busy and active past year and forward to an exciting start to the next 45 years of the Western
Montana Military Officers Association.
As we transition to the new Board for 2017-2019, I want to thank Gary for his ‘enlightened leadership’ these past two years
and to all who served on the board. A special and heartfelt thank you to Maj John Angwin, Cindy Babon and Tottie Parmeter
for their years of service and for agreeing to continue to serve on the board and support our Chapter. A special welcome to
LTC Bonnie Tadej for stepping up and volunteering to serve as our 2nd VP! And CWO3 Jack Babon as 1st VP is now only a
heartbeat away. I also want to say welcome to all the new WMMOA members who have joined this past year. You may have
noticed that the board has focused on growing our membership and you, the Chapter members, have responded and invited
your friends and casual connections to attend a meeting and join the group. Thank you and remember we are all in the
recruiting business. The chapter has made a number of strides this past year with the upgrade of our website and the creation
of the WMMOA Coin (on my trip to DC for “Storming The Hill” I found that we are one of a very small handful of Chapters to
have a coin), and our continued focus on quality presentations for our monthly meetings. The Board can’t do this alone and
we want to thank all of you who have shared your stories and recommended topics and presenters for meetings. Thank you
all and please continue to suggest speakers and topics!
The “Storming the Hill’ event I mentioned earlier is an annual MOAA exercise that the President (or incoming president) of
WMMOA (as the ONLY MOAA Chapter in MT) gets to participate in yearly. It was an opportunity for me to meet and get to
know a number of chapter and council leaders from across the US. What I learned in the exchange is that we all are dealing
with similar challenges, an aging membership, recruiting challenges and struggles with utilizing technology to our
advantage. WMMOA is in good shape in that we have a solid and ACTIVE membership and we offer a number of activities for
fellowship thorough the year. An area that we can look to expend is our community support. I will share with you in the
coming months my interest in focusing our community support in the area of homeless vets and vets in crisis. The Valor
House and Veterans Court are two agencies we can assist. As part of the ‘storming’ I had the opportunity to meet with
Montana’s Senators on the primary issues for MOAA in the coming year, repeal of Sequestration and the elimination or
reduction of the “Widow’s Tax”. Both Senators were receptive to the message and agreed to consider initiating legislation or
supporting (cosponsoring) existing legislation on the issues. As our Congressman and WMMOA member Ryan Zinke is now the
Sec of Interior, his office is awaiting the presence of the next congressman from MT. Overall the week was informative and I
was able to make connections that will help the board improve our service to the membership in the coming year. BTW, I
invited Senator Tester to consider being our speaker for the 2018 Banquet. I will keep you informed.
A great evening was enjoyed by all who attended the Banquet on the 29th. A number of attendees wore uniforms and many
others sported their ribbons, medals and badges. Good show! BG McGuire was a hit, engaging early and often with the
members and confirming (or denying depending on who you asked) that Jack Reacher was in her command at one time. She
shared a great story of her career and the road to senior leadership for women in the military. We recognized and celebrated
our 45th year as a MOAA Chapter, welcomed the newest member to the group and offered ‘Fair Winds and Following Seas’ to
our comrades who died this year. All in all another WMMOA success and we look forward to next year’s event.
While we are on summer hiatus, we will still have several activities for members in the coming months to include the
WMMOA Golf Championship (not as big as the Open but impressive nonetheless) tentatively scheduled for June 16th. The
ever popular Day at the Range at the Hellgate range In West Riverside (Bonner) on July 8th and our Osprey Ball Game targeted

(President’s comments continued)
for August 14th. More details on all events will follow in the coming weeks. Additionally, Tom Ross is coordinating a barbecue
event and presentation in July. Tom recently returned to Vietnam after 40+ years and will report on his trip in the fall. Tom
will host, with the support of WMMOA, a briefing by Ed (Tex) Stiteler, President of Vietnam Battlefield Tours on Friday, July 7th
at the Rocky Mountain Museum of Military History, Fort Missoula. Burgers, dogs and soft drinks will be served. The event is
intended for all Vietnam veterans, officer and enlisted, and their guest. Exact time, as well as more information, will follow. While there is no charge for the event, a donation to the Museum would be appreciated. If you are a VN vet or know of
one please share this information. As stated earlier, more will follow as all plans are solidified and you can update your calendars.
Thanks for your patience in seeing this through as it’s my first ‘Presidents Comments’ and I assure will be my longest, not to be
repeated. Have a great summer and the Board and I hope to see you at one of the summer events, and at our September
events in the fall.

Mike Schauf, President
Golfing June 16th
Day at the Range July 8th
Osprey game Monday, August 14th
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